It is uncertain whether these cases exhibit neurotic excoriations in porphyrics or whether the picture is consistent with the diagnosis of porphyriaper se. Dr H J Wallace: Dr Beer has done himself less than justice in that the credit for this diagnosis rests entirely with him. When I saw the patient first I thought that she had neurotic excoriations and rather discounted the indefinite history of skin fragility. We both noted, however, that in addition to linear excoriations she had rather unusual circular scars resembling those sometimes seen in porphyria and lipoid proteinosis. Since her discharge from hospital the eruption has continued and she has received only local treatment in the form of gentian violet and steroid cream. Her polycythmmia rubra vera has required no further treatment and her last blood count was: Hb 15-9 g/100 ml; WBC 13,450. The eruption has no direct relationship to her himoglobin concentration, white cell count, or platelet count, for even when all have been within normal limits the eruption has continued. Dr H R Vickers: Many patients suffering from polycythimia rubra vera are referred to Professor L J Witts' clinic in Oxford and I see most of them who have manifestations of disease in their skins. One symptom which is well recognized is that many of these patients itch when exposed to the heat of a hot bath. I wondered whether there could be some link between this symptom and the lesions shown by this patient. Many of the patients I see are treated by radioactive phosphorus and the skin changes improve along with the improvement in their blood picture. Dr R P Warin: I have seen 3 patients with polycythemia rubra vera who also had Trichophyton rubrum infections. In 2 the eruption was extensive and one of these developed an infiltrated area on one palm due to deeper infection. The third patient had involvement of the finger and toe nails with scaling over the feet. -It would seem that the blood disorder might affect the receptivity of the skin to this fungus but it would be very interesting to carry out routine scrapings on a series of patients with polycythvmia rubra vera. 
